past few years, even a casual reader of our numerous dental periodicals cannot have failed to observe the large amount of space devoted to treatises upon this important theme; which has been discussed from time to time by the dental societies throughout the land.
Roots, with proper therapeutic treatment, may be made to give service for years, in retaining the natural expression and contour of the face, by being crowned or used as piers for bridge-work.
This latter class of work, when properly constructed, is undoubtedly the most artistic and valuable substitute yet devised. For natural appearance, comfort, and stability it is unapproached by any other system of artificial teeth; especially so, if constructed on a plan which allows its easy removal for examination and the addition of such other work as may become necessary.
A proper preparation of the roots and teeth is, however, imperative, for upon this the future success of this class of work depends, and its importance cannot be overestimated.
In referring to the treatment of teeth and roots to be used for abutments and piers, or for crowning, I shall presume that we understand both those whose pulps have died (through some of the various causes) becoming putrescent, and those whose pulps have become exposed and must needs be devitalized. 
